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This is the regular bulletin MHCLG sends out, updating you on the 

latest government guidance, advice, communications products and 

other useful information about coronavirus (COVID-19), EU transition 

and other topics of interest for local government.  

Subscribe or unsubscribe to this email here: https://bit.ly/2Xz9fM3 

Alternatively, you can email LGengagement@communities.gov.uk  

 

Coronavirus updates 

 

Further easing of restrictions confirmed for 

12 April 

Yesterday (5 April), the Prime Minister confirmed the government’s 

four tests for easing COVID-19 restrictions have been met and 

planned easements can go ahead from 12 April.  

This includes the reopening of outdoor hospitality, gyms, non-

essential retail, hairdressers and salons and outdoor attractions. From 

the same date, the number of care home visitors will also increase to 

two per resident, all children will be able to attend any indoor 

children’s activity, parent and child groups of up to 15 people can 

restart indoors and weddings will be able to take place with up to 15 

attendees. 

 

https://bit.ly/2Xz9fM3
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Outdoor gatherings must still be limited to six people or two 

households, and people must not socialise indoors with anyone they 

do not live with or have not formed a support bubble with. People 

should continue to work from home and minimise domestic travel 

where they can. 

The government also confirmed a COVID-status certification system 

will be developed over the coming months which could allow higher-

risk settings to be opened up more safely and with more participants. 

The system will take into account vaccination, a recent negative test, 

or natural immunity. 

Announcement: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-easing-

of-covid-restrictions-confirmed-for-12-april  

Guidance: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-coronavirus-

restrictions-what-you-can-and-cannot-do  

Speech: https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-statement-at-

coronavirus-press-conference-5-april-2021  

Care homes: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/two-visitors-

allowed-in-care-homes-to-reunite-with-loved-ones 

Twice weekly rapid testing to be available to 

everyone in England 

Yesterday (5 April), the government announced that everyone in 

England, including those without symptoms, will be able to take a free, 

COVID-19 lateral flow test twice a week from 9 April.  

The expanded regular testing offer for people without symptoms will 

be delivered through: 

• a home ordering service 

• workplace testing programmes, on-site or at home 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-easing-of-covid-restrictions-confirmed-for-12-april
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• community testing, offered by councils 

• collection at a local test site during specific test collection 

time windows 

• testing on-site at schools and colleges 

• a new ‘Pharmacy Collect’ service 

Anyone with symptoms of COVID-19 should continue to book a test 

online or by calling 119. 

Announcement: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/twice-weekly-

rapid-testing-to-be-available-to-everyone-in-england  

LGA webinar on expansion of testing 

On Thursday 8 April at 10:30am – 11:30am, the Local Government 

Association (LGA) is hosting a webinar to brief Chief Executives and 

Directors of Public Health on the expansion of COVID-19 testing. 

Dr Jenny Harries, in her new role as Chief Executive of the UK Health 

Security Agency (UKHSA), will speak alongside Baroness Dido 

Harding, Executive Chair of NHS Test and Trace, and Dr Carolyn 

Wilkins OBE, Director of Contain, National  Test and Trace and Chief 

Executive of Oldham Council, to outline the universal testing offer 

announced by the Prime Minister on Monday, and to take questions 

from attendees. 

Jeanelle De Gruchy, Association of Directors of Public Health (ADPH) 

President and Director of Public Health for Tameside Council and 

Paul Najsarek, lead spokesperson on health and social Care for 

SOLACE and Chief Executive at Ealing Council, will also be on the 

panel to provide insights from the Director of Public Health and Chief 

Executive perspective. 

There will also be an update on variants of concern, including 

changes in the end-to-end service in response to new variants. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/twice-weekly-rapid-testing-to-be-available-to-everyone-in-england
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Invites to Chief Executives have been sent via the LGA and invites to 

Directors of Public Health have been sent out via ADPH. If you have 

not received your invitation and would like to join, please contact 

outbreakmanagement@local.gov.uk. 

Pilot events to host audiences 

On 5 April, the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport 

(DCMS), announced a number of pilot events which will host 

audiences as part of the government’s plan to return fans and 

audiences to live events.  

The pilot events, which include the EFL Cup Final and the FA Cup 

semi-final, will be part of the government’s Events Research 

Programme (ERP) working closely with councils and organisers.  

The pilots will be used to provide key scientific data and research into 

how small and large-scale events could be permitted to safely reopen 

in line with the Prime Minister’s Roadmap out of lockdown as part of 

Step 4, commencing no earlier than 21 June. 

Announcement: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-

announces-pilot-events-to-pave-way-for-larger-audiences-at-sport-

theatre-and-gigs-this-summer  

Face coverings in schools and colleges to 

remain in place 

The government has, today (6 April), confirmed that face coverings 

should continue to be worn in secondary school and college 

classrooms when students return after the Easter break.  

It is expected that face coverings will no longer be required to be worn 

in classrooms, or by students in other communal areas, at Step 3 of 

the roadmap, which will be no earlier than 17 May. 
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Those who are currently exempt from wearing face coverings, 

including pupils or staff who are speaking to or providing assistance to 

someone who relies on lip reading, clear sound or facial expression to 

communicate, will remain so. 

Announcement: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/face-coverings-

in-schools-and-colleges-to-remain-in-place  

Recovery Loan Scheme launches 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rt Hon Rishi Sunak MP, has today 

(6 April), announced the launch of the Recovery Loan Scheme. 

The scheme will provide businesses with loans from £25,000 up to a 

maximum of £10 million. The government will provide an 80% 

guarantee for all loans and interest rates will be capped.  

The scheme, which runs until 31 December 2021, will be administered 

by the British Business Bank, with loans available through accredited 

commercial lenders.  

Announcement: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/recovery-loan-

scheme-launches-today 

Hospital discharge and support care funding 

2021/22 

On 18 March, the Department for Health and Social Care (DHSC) 

announced £594 million further funding to continue the hospital 

discharge programme, supporting patients to leave hospital quickly 

and safely with community or at-home support. 

On 31 March, NHS England confirmed to health care leaders that the 

£594 million will ensure that new or additional care needs are funded 

on discharge from hospital for up to six weeks for quarter one of 

2021/22 (1 April to 30 June) and up to four weeks for quarter 2 of 

2021/22 (1 July to 30 September). 
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Today (6 April), DHSC have issued a letter to council chief executives 

confirming that designated settings will continue to provide support for 

people who are COVID-19 positive on discharge and are therefore 

unable to move to a non-designated care home, in line with current 

infection prevention and control guidance. Funding for this provision is 

included in the Discharge to Assess (D2A) funding allocation and 

covers 1 April to 30 September 2021. The Designated Settings 

Indemnity Support (DSIS) will also be extended until 30th June 2021. 

5 million people in the UK receive second 

vaccine dose 

On 3 April, the Department for Health and Social Care (DHSC) 

confirmed that more than 5 million people in the UK have now 

received their second dose of a COVID-19 vaccine.  

The milestone means nearly one in ten of all UK adults have received 

both vaccines and that the UK remains on track to achieve its target of 

offering a first dose to all adults by the end of July.  

Announcement: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/5-million-

people-in-the-uk-receive-second-dose-of-covid-19-vaccine  

The R value and growth rate 

On 2 April, the government published the latest reproduction number 

(R) and growth rate of COVID-19. 

The R value in England is currently between 0.8 and 1 meaning that, 

on average, every 10 people infected will infect between 8 and 10 

other people. 

Guidance: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-r-number-in-the-uk  

Countries added to red list travel ban 

countries 
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On 2 April, the Department for Transport (DfT), announced that the 

Philippines, Pakistan, Kenya and Bangladesh will all be added to 

England’s red list of countries from 4am on 9 April.  

International visitors who have departed from or transited through red 

list countries in the previous ten days will be refused entry into 

England. British and Irish citizens, or those with residence rights in the 

UK are allowed to enter but must arrive into a designated port and 

stay in a government-approved quarantine facility for ten days.  

Announcement: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/countries-

added-to-red-list-to-protect-uk-against-variants-of-concern 

Red list: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/transport-measures-to-protect-

the-uk-from-variant-strains-of-covid-19 

 

Local government updates 

 

Funding for councils to tackle parental 

conflict 

The Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) has, today (6 April), 

announced councils will be able to bid for a share of £3.87 million to 

support parents and families experiencing severe relationship 

difficulties.  

Since 2017, DWP’s Reducing Parental Conflict programme has 

worked with nearly 150 councils to help them develop strategies for 

approaching parental conflict at a local level. This includes councils 

undertaking innovative projects, working with charities and sharing 

evidence on what works in improving communication between a 

couple and within the family, introducing skills training and helping 

parents understand the impact of their actions on their families. 
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Announcement: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/4m-for-

councils-to-support-more-families-to-resolve-parental-conflict  

Commercial property sector and COVID-19 

MHCLG has, today (6 April) published a call for evidence on the 

moratorium on commercial lease evictions to understand how 

landlords and tenants are responding to the build-up of rent arrears 

that has occurred as a result of businesses being unable to trade 

normally during the pandemic. 

The evidence gathered will inform government policy regarding the 

exit from the existing measures and any need for additional measures 

to preserve businesses and jobs. The closing date for responses is 

11:45pm on 4 May 2021.  

MHCLG has also published an Annex to the Code of Practice for the 

commercial property sector. The Annex provides further guidance to 

be used by commercial tenants and landlords in discussions about the 

issue of rent arrears and service charges accrued due to COVID-19. 

Call for evidence: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/commercial-rents-and-

covid-19-call-for-evidence/commercial-rents-and-covid-19-call-for-

evidence--2 

Code of Practice: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/code-

of-practice-for-the-commercial-property-sector  

Apply for the Windrush Community Fund 

On 1 April, the Home Office updated the Windrush Community Fund 

guidance to reflect that Phase 2 has now opened for applications. 

The Windrush Community Fund offers up to £500,000 of financial 

support to charity, community or grassroots organisations across the 
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UK to fund projects which raise awareness of the Windrush Scheme, 

the Windrush Compensation Scheme or both. 

Applicants who were successful in Phase 1, cannot apply in Phase 2, 

and applications for Phase 2 close on 30 June 2021 at 11:59pm.  

Guidance: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-the-windrush-

community-fund 

 

EU transition updates 

 

Fisheries and Seafood Scheme opens for 

applications 

Today (6 April), the Marine Management Organisation has opened 

applications for a new grant scheme to support the fishing and 

seafood sector in England.  

The Fisheries and Seafood Scheme will provide £6.1 million over the 

next 12 months with an initial focus on projects that help businesses 

adapt to life outside the EU’s Common Fisheries Policy as well as to 

recover from the impacts of COVID-19.  

The Scheme will match fund projects which aim to create new 

opportunities for businesses, support businesses to adapt to new 

markets and trading conditions, support sustainable innovation, 

protect the environment and improve safety in the fishing industry.  

Announcement: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/61-million-

fisheries-and-seafood-scheme-opens-for-applications  

Guidance: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/fisheries-and-seafood-

scheme  
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Further extensions to the Movement 

Assistance Scheme 

The Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) has 

today (6 April) announced further extensions to the Movement 

Assistance Scheme (MAS). 

Under MAS, certifiers can claim from the government some of the 

costs for checking and issuing certain certificates for agri-foods 

moving from Great Britain to Northern Ireland.  

From 1 April 2021, traders of the high-risk food and feed of non-

animal origin (HRFNAO) products listed in Annex 2 of regulation 

2019/1793 and products originating from countries listed in Annex 1 of 

regulation 2020/1158 do not need to pay official certification costs. 

Instead, the official certification costs for the HRFNAO products listed 

will be incurred by councils, who should then invoice the government.  

Defra has made available a briefing note that contains further 

information on the extensions and is encouraging councils to share 

this new information with relevant businesses in their area.  

Guidance: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/movement-

assistance-scheme-get-help-with-moving-agrifood-goods-to-northern-

ireland  

Briefing note: http://apha.defra.gov.uk/documents/ov/Briefing-Note-

1221.pdf  

Regulations: https://eur-

lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2019/1793/oj#d1e32-108-1  

Regulations: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2020.257.01.0001.01.ENG&t

oc=OJ%3AL%3A2020%3A257%3ATOC#d1e32-8-1  
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Where to find the latest information and 

guidance  

 

Coronavirus 

• Guidance for councils and LRFs during the coronavirus 

outbreak: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-

guidance-for-local-government 

• Latest information on 

coronavirus:  https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 

• Coronavirus communication materials: 

https://coronavirusresources.phe.gov.uk/ 

• FAQ from the Cabinet Office: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-

outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do/coronavirus-

outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do 

• National lockdown: what you need to know: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-restriction-tiers-what-you-

need-to-know 

• Coronavirus cases: https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/ 

• Previous MHCLG Coronavirus Bulletins: 

https://bit.ly/3iC2Pnz 

EU transition 

• Latest information on transition: https://www.gov.uk/transition 

• Collection of guidance for local councils: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-government-and-the-eu 

• To sign up to.GOV email updates: 

https://www.gov.uk/search/news-and-communications/email-

signup?related_to_brexit 
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For information purposes, previous Local Government Bulletins are 

available to view and download. Please be aware that guidance is 

updated frequently. To view and download: http://bit.ly/3kEdqPJ 

Subscribe or unsubscribe by emailing us 

at LGEngagement@communities.gov.uk    

If you feel there is a gap in information that you want us to assist you 

with, or any other feedback please contact us 

at LGengagement@communities.gov.uk.    

Read our Privacy Notice here: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OFnC59BItrzQLxZ5xM6n8SrBC_7vY3

Pa/view?usp=sharing 
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